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CELEBRATING THE LONG-

STANDING COMMITMENT TO EX-
CELLENCE OF THE NAVAL SUR-
FACE WARFARE CENTER CRANE 
DIVISION 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the active duty military and civil-
ian employees at the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center Crane Division as they celebrate their 
75th anniversary and the 241st birthday of the 
United States Navy. 

Located at Naval Support Activity Crane in 
Indiana, the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Crane Division supports the shore command 
of the U.S. Navy and provides engineering 
services for electronic systems and electronic, 
strategic, and special warfare weapons. These 
systems and weapons have proven to be crit-
ical to the success and high performance of 
the Navy over NSWC Crane’s 75 years of 
service. 

American Naval supremacy and military 
readiness depends on the ability to harness 
the power of the cutting-edge technologies 
that NSWC Crane supports. Because of these 
hardworking employees and military per-
sonnel, the exceptional men and women of 
our Armed Forces are well-equipped to defend 
our nation and support our allies across the 
globe. 

NSWC Crane, which is located on the third 
largest naval installation in the world, is an im-
portant contributor to the Indiana economy. 
The base employs over 5,000 civilian per-
sonnel and is an engine of the Indiana econ-
omy that provides secure jobs to Hoosiers 
who work every day knowing the vital role 
they play in the defense of the nation. More-
over, it is one of Indiana’s largest high-tech 
employers, with over 2,000 scientists, engi-
neers, and technicians. 

This organization is committed to excellence 
and continues to promote patriotism, honor, 
and strong national security. Their continued 
devotion to our service members and our 
country should serve as an honorable exam-
ple for all Hoosiers. 

On behalf of all Hoosiers, I am honored to 
celebrate the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Crane Division’s 75th anniversary and the 
U.S. Navy’s 241st birthday. Lastly, I would like 
to recognize the important work of the men 
and women at NSWC Crane, and wish them 
continued success and growth in the years 
ahead. 

f 

TAIWAN’S NATIONAL DAY 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, October 10, 
2016 is Taiwan’s National Day, marking the 
founding of the Republic of China 105 years 
ago. I rise today to congratulate the people of 
Taiwan on this important occasion. 

I’ve had the opportunity to visit Taiwan in 
the past. The country’s evolution into a free 
society that espouses the values of free elec-
tions, human rights, free markets, and the rule 
of law is a significant one in which the United 
States has played an important role. Taiwan 
remains a great friend and strategic ally to the 
United States. 

Beginning with passage of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, Congress has been at the forefront 
of bilateral relations with the island nation, 
playing a key part in ensuring Taiwan’s mili-
tary needs are addressed and assisting Tai-
wan with its democratic and economic devel-
opment. 

That cooperation continues today. Congress 
has played a critical role in assisting Taiwan’s 
participation in the World Health Assembly 
and facilitating its entrance into the Visa Waiv-
er Program. Most recently, through the assist-
ance of the United States, Taiwan was grant-
ed observer status in Interpol. 

As a member of the Asia Pacific Economic 
Forum and World Trade Organization, Taiwan 
is an important trading partner and export 
market for the United States in almost every 
major sector. It is our ninth largest trading 
partner overall, and the sixth largest inter-
national market for U.S. agricultural products. 
Taiwan has been a full participant in trade ne-
gotiations and initiatives, devoting a great 
amount of effort to multilateral trade and in-
vestment activities, working to ensure that any 
trade agreements are both free and fair. 

Given its economic strength and dedication 
to global trade and investment, Taiwan should 
be given fair and equal treatment when con-
sidering future U.S. partnerships and trade 
deals. As we continue to discuss the merits of 
a Trans-Pacific Partnership, we must carefully 
examine the implications of excluding coun-
tries that are not only robust trading partners, 
but critical geopolitical allies as well. It is my 
hope that the U.S. Government thoughtfully 
consider all these relevant factors and allow 
them to inform our path forward in an evolving 
landscape of international trade. 

I look forward to the continued collaboration 
with Taiwan in the months and years ahead 
as we continue to enhance our bilateral secu-
rity, economic, and trade relations. 
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HONORING LEVI LEIPHEIMER’S 
GRANFONDO 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Levi Leipheimer for his 
work to create the GranFondo cycling event, 
taking place this year on October 1, 2016, 
which has enjoyed great success in the cy-
cling community and has raised funds to sup-
port many local charitable organizations in our 
community. 

Mr. Leipheimer led an impressive cycling 
career from 1997 until his retirement in May 
2013. His accomplishments include three 
Amgen Tour of California victories from 2007 
to 2009 and a bronze medal at the Beijing 
2008 Summer Olympics in the road time trial. 

Mr. Leipheimer later finished as the Tour de 
France Stage 4 winner in 2009 and won the 
Tour de Suisse in 2011. 

Mr. Leipheimer began ‘‘Levi’s GranFondo’’ 
in 2009 to welcome cyclists of all ability levels 
from around the world to our community and 
to raise funds for important local causes. The 
GranFondo has achieved incredible success 
under Mr. Leipheimer’s leadership, raising 
nearly $2 million for philanthropic causes over 
the past eight years. Furthermore, publications 
including Red Kite Prayer, Road Bike Action 
and Outside Online have recognized the 
GranFondo as one of the best organized cy-
cling events in the world. 

The GranFondo has raised nearly $2 million 
for the King Ridge Foundation which supports 
numerous programs that address the needs of 
at-risk youth in our community. For example, 
the foundation provides funding to the Forget 
Me Not Farm and the B-RAD Foundation 
which teach children and teens team-building 
and leadership skills through farming and out-
door adventures. The Social Advocates for 
Youth program, also supported by the founda-
tion, provides housing, counseling and job 
training to young adults at risk for homeless-
ness. 

The King Ridge Foundation also creates op-
portunities for our young people to become in-
volved in cycling through its 50 Bikes for 50 
Kids program, which supplies bikes, helmets 
and locks to 50 underserved youth in our com-
munity each year. The GranFondo has also 
helped our community in times of need, rais-
ing over $60,000 for the Valley Fire relief ef-
forts in Lake County. 

Mr. Speaker, Levi Leipheimer has created 
an impressive event that provides resources 
for young people in need. He is a true friend 
of our community and a good friend of mine. 
It is therefore, fitting and proper that we honor 
him here today and recognize the tremendous 
value of his GranFondo event for our local 
community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE TEN YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF NAVIENT’S MUN-
CIE, INDIANA FACILITY 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the ten-year anniversary of 
Navient’s Muncie, Indiana facility in my district. 
As one of the largest employers in the region, 
Navient has recognized the talent and value 
that Hoosiers bring to the table. 

Today, Navient has two locations in Indiana 
and employs more than 2,000 people who are 
on the front lines providing superior customer 
service to both private and public sector cli-
ents. The employees in Muncie play an inte-
gral part in providing quality loan counseling 
and guidance to over 12 million customers na-
tionwide whose loans are serviced by Navient. 

Companies have a choice in where they do 
business, and I am confident Navient has cho-
sen well in Muncie, Indiana. I want to con-
gratulate the employees in my district for ten 
years of tremendous work, and I wish them 
the best in the years to come. 
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